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6 50th Anniversary of the Partnership between Grand Valley State University and Krakow University of Economics

First cooperation agreement between the two universities, Allendale, May 25, 1977
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750th Anniversary of the Partnership between Grand Valley State University and Krakow University of Economics

Grand Valley State University (GVSU) and Krakow University of Economics (KUE) have shared a robust 
and enduring partnership since 1975, making it GVSU’s longest-standing international collaboration. 

Initiated in 1974 by GVSU President Arend D. Lubbers and Dean Ezra Gearhart, the alliance began with  
a summer program in Kraków, Poland, involving GVSU faculty, staff, and members of the Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, community. This early initiative laid the foundation for extensive academic cooperation between 
the two institutions. 

A significant milestone in the partnership was the establishment of the Strategic Transatlantic Inter-
national Relations (STAIR) program, launched in 2008. This cooperative academic endeavor facilitates 
student and faculty exchanges, allowing participants to earn a bachelor’s degree in International Relations 
from KUE. The program emphasizes full immersion into Polish academic and cultural life, enriching the 
educational experiences of GVSU students.

In 2015, GVSU and KUE celebrated the 40th anniversary of their partnership, celebrating decades of 
successful collaboration that have enriched both academic communities. This milestone underscored the 
enduring value of their alliance and set the stage for future endeavors.

Over the past decade, the GVSU–KUE partnership has continued to flourish, even amidst global chal-
lenges. Notably, during the COVID-19 pandemic, when international travel was severely restricted, both 
universities demonstrated resilience and adaptability, maintaining their collaborative efforts. A recent 
highlight is the collaboration between Dean Diana R. Lawson of GVSU’s Seidman College of Business and 
Professor Elżbieta Kubińska. Director of KUE’s Institute of Finance, who created new avenues for exchange 
and development of ideas and opportunities. Their joint efforts have led to innovative programs and 
exchanges, further strengthening the bond between the two institutions.

The GVSU-KUE partnership stands as a testament to the power of international collaboration in higher 
education. Through decades of shared commitment, both institutions have navigated global challenges, 
expanded academic opportunities, and enriched the cultural and educational experiences of their students 
and faculty.

Kate Stoetzner, Executive Director of the Padnos International Center, GVSU
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Professor Bernard Ziębicki, Rector of the Krakow University of Economics

50 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   1050 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   10 22.05.2025   12:3722.05.2025   12:37



1150th Anniversary of the Partnership between Grand Valley State University and Krakow University of Economics

50 Years of Collaboration with Grand Valley State University

It is a source of great pride and joy that in 2025, we celebrate the 50 th anniversary of our collaboration 
with Grand Valley State University. I am even more delighted that this remarkable milestone coincides with 
the centennial jubilee of our University.

As we all know, establishing and developing international partnerships is one of the pillars of a modern 
university. However, initiating cooperation is one thing, while maintaining and nurturing it successfully 
over the years is another. This makes it all the more reason to be proud that our partnership – one that 
has benefited hundreds of students – has now lasted for half a century. Over this time, we have witnessed 
countless exchanges, ranging from a few weeks to several months or even years. Faculty members from both 
universities have expanded their academic and research achievements, thereby enhancing their expertise 
and ultimately improving the quality of education our students receive. This is particularly gratifying when 
we consider that, at the outset of the first discussions in the 1970s, no one could have foreseen how strong 
the bonds between our universities would become.

Krakow University of Economics is the largest university with an economic profile in Central and 
Eastern Europe. It is a strong institution with a thriving academic community, currently educating 15,000 
students from Poland and abroad. I take great joy in seeing the number of international students continue 
to grow – including those from Grand Valley State University. As a university, we strive not only to foster 
dynamic international collaboration but also to continuously expand our offerings for students from outside 
our country, including developing new programs in English.

After half a century of collaboration with Grand Valley State University, I have no doubt that together we 
will continue to make every effort to boldly and effectively address the needs of our academic communities, 
who are the primary beneficiaries of our joint efforts. I firmly believe that future generations will proudly 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of our partnership.

Dr Habil. Bernard Ziębicki, Associate Professor
Rector of the Krakow University of Economics

50 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   1150 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   11 22.05.2025   12:3722.05.2025   12:37



50 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   1250 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   12 22.05.2025   12:3722.05.2025   12:37



Remarks  
from  

Philomena V. Mantella, Ph.D.

President of Grand Valley State University

50 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   1350 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   13 22.05.2025   12:3722.05.2025   12:37



14 50th Anniversary of the Partnership between Grand Valley State University and Krakow University of Economics

Philomena V. Mantella, Ph.D., President of Grand Valley State University
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To my esteemed colleagues at the Krakow University of Economics,

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of this partnership between the Krakow University of Economics 
and Grand Valley State University, we not only look back on the generations of learners that have advanced 
their skills, talents and education within our institutions, but we also look forward to the continued 
exchange of culture, ideas and friendship for generations to come.

Since former GVSU President Arend D. Lubbers and GVSU’s former director of the International 
Studies Institute Ezra Gearhart first visited Krakow to explore this association, our universities have devel-
oped a strong sense of friendship and mutual respect for the power of education in raising the leaders of 
tomorrow.

Our students and educators who have participated in this program have not only become global citizens 
but have developed a deep respect for the Krakow University of Economics education, culture and people. 

I look forward to the future of this partnership and our continued pursuit of knowledge together.

Sincerely,
Philomena V. Mantella, Ph.D.

President, Grand Valley State University
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Jennifer A. Drake, Ph.D., Provost and Executive Vice President  
for Academic Affairs of Grand Valley State University
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Dear Friends and Esteemed Colleagues,

It is an honor to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the partnership between our two institutions,  
the Krakow University of Economics and Grand Valley State University. This milestone underscores 
the lasting impact of international collaboration and our shared dedication to academic excellence  
and cultural exchange.

For five decades, our partnership has created opportunities for students and faculty to expand their 
perspectives, engage in transformative scholarship, and build lifelong connections. These shared experiences 
affirm the vital role education plays in bridging cultures and advancing global understanding.

At its core, this partnership celebrates friendship, curiosity, and a commitment to preparing the next 
generation of global leaders. We honor all who have contributed to its success and look forward to continuing 
this legacy of connection in the years ahead.

Congratulations on this golden anniversary!

With warm regards and deepest appreciation,
Jennifer A. Drake, Ph.D.
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Thomas J. Haas, President of Grand Valley State University, 2006–2019  

The ceremony of conferring the title of Doctor Honoris Causa of KUE, 2015 
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Doctor Honoris Causa of KUE – President Thomas J. Haas

On May 30, 2015, the President of Grand Valley State University, Professor Thomas J. Haas, was awarded 
an honorary doctorate by Krakow University of Economics. The ceremony coincided with the 40th anniver-
sary of cooperation between the two universities.

He received the title primarily for his valuable contributions to strengthening the partnership between 
GVSU and KUE, as well as for his expertise in organizing and managing higher education institutions.

During the tribute speech, Professor Aleksy Pocztowski noted that under President Haas’s leader-
ship at GVSU, he implemented a strategic planning process linked to budgeting, launched new academic 
programs, renewed existing accreditations, and secured accreditation for new curricula. 

President Haas, speaking about the fruitful collaboration between Grand Valley State University and the 
Krakow-based institution, emphasized that continuing this partnership for another 40 years would require 
leadership skills essential for the success of both individuals and institutions.

He also recalled the words of U.S. President John F. Kennedy: “Learning and leadership are indispens-
able.” “At our universities – Grand Valley State University and Krakow University of Economics – we must 
embody these words in our daily work,” he said.

The American scholar also mentioned his Polish heritage. His grandparents were Polish immigrants who 
arrived in America aboard a freighter in 1915.
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Professor Andrzej Chochół, Rector of the Krakow University of Economics, 2012–2020 
The ceremony of conferring the title of Doctor Honoris Causa of GVSU, 2015 
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Doctor Honoris Causa of GVSU – Rector Andrzej Chochół 

The Rector of Krakow University of Economics, economist and commodity scientist Professor Andrzej 
Chochół was awarded an honorary doctorate by Grand Valley State University in 2015. He was recognized 
both for his contribution to the development of the partnership between the two universities and for his 
impact on scientific advancement.

Professor Chochół served as the President of the board of the Polish Society of Commodity Science 
(1998–2007) and held the position of president (2014–2016) of the International Society of Commodity 
Science and Technology, based in Vienna.

The honorary title was conferred on December 12 at GVSU campus in Grand Rapids. In his acceptance 
speech, Rector Chochół recalled his first visits to Allendale during a time when Poland was deprived of 
democratic freedoms. “During my 10-week stay, I saw what a free country looks like, and I never imag-
ined in my wildest dreams that my country would become fully free so quickly,” said Professor Chochół.  
He also expressed gratitude for the honor of being welcomed into the academic community of the American 
university.

The conferment ceremony took place during GVSU’s commencement ceremony. In his speech, GVSU 
President Professor Thomas J. Haas emphasized that cooperation with the Krakow-based university serves 
as a model of partnership based on student and academic staff exchanges as well as knowledge transfer.

“The Rector of KUE is the embodiment of this cooperation. He made it a priority. It is my privilege to 
confirm the continuation of our universities’ collaboration,” said President Haas in his tribute. He also high-
lighted the significance of this partnership, noting that it is the longest-running inter-university agreement 
in the history of both institutions.
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International students (including some from KUE and GVSU) during the exchange at GVSU
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Establishing cooperation within the Erasmus+ program 

In 2015, the European Union introduced a new component of the Erasmus+ exchange program – 
Erasmus+ KA107, expanding mobility opportunities to universities outside the EU. KUE joined the initia-
tive from the start, inviting GVSU as a long-term partner to foster academic collaboration.

Over the course of implementing Erasmus+ KA107, the program has facilitated exchanges of students, 
faculty, and administrative staff between KUE and GVSU.

GVSU staff have often participated in KUE’s International Weeks, engaging in workshops, experiencing 
Polish culture, and building professional connections. Similarly, KUE staff have taken part in faculty and 
administrative exchanges, with academic staff delivering 8-hour courses, including lectures and seminars, 
during their visits. During these exchanges, KUE staff also experienced American culture, established 
connections with faculty from related departments, and engaged in academic discussions within their 
fields of expertise. This collaboration has strengthened academic ties, promoted intercultural exchange, and 
created new opportunities for research and professional development.

Erasmus+ exchanges frequently result in enduring academic partnerships. An example is the collab-
oration between Doctor Justyna Dąbrowska from the KUE Department of Commerce and Market Insti-
tutions, College of Management and Quality Sciences, and Professor Jaideep Motwani from the GVSU 
Seidman College of Business, Management Department. Together, they developed a joint syllabus for the 
“Networking as an SME Strategy” course, where students from the Modern Business Management (MBM) 
program engaged in a collaborative research project.

Building on this partnership, KUE and GVSU are currently working on designing a project proposal for 
Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange (NAWA) to create additional collaboration opportunities 
aimed at internationalizing the Modern Business Management program.
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Furthermore, Seidman College of Business at GVSU has been invited to co-organize the 17th Conference 
of the College of Management and Quality Sciences at Krakow University of Economics, scheduled for June 
9–11, 2025 in celebration of the 100th Anniversary of KUE. Professor Jaideep Motwani from GVSU will be 
one of the key speakers. A Transatlantic Session is planned to facilitate the exchange of experiences and best 
practices between the two universities.
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The new forms of scientific and didactical collaboration  

The collaboration between the Krakow University of Economics and Grand Valley State University has 
been ongoing for 50 years. Every year, academic and research staff participate in internships at GVSU, while 
students engage in the Double Diploma program and MBA studies.

In 2018, Seidman College of Business Dean Diana R. Lawson and Professor Elżbieta Kubińska proposed 
a new form of cooperation under the Operational Programme Knowledge Education Development 
(POWER) grant. The initiative aimed to implement internship programs at KUE, helping to establish 
mechanisms for collaboration between the Krakow University of Economics and its socio-economic envi-
ronment, following best practices from GVSU. The program allowed research and teaching staff, and later 
students, to acquire key competencies required in the job market, drawing inspiration from the expertise 
of the Seidman College of Business.

In 2022, faculty members from KUE’s Institute of Finance participated in an international teaching intern-
ship at the Seidman College of Business. A year later, in 2023, the internship program expanded to include 
faculty from the College of Management and Quality Sciences. In October 2023, certified workshop titled 
Innovate, Learn, Connect: Bridging Business and Experiential Learning were organized at KUE, led by experts 
from Grand Valley State University. The event aimed to enhance teaching competencies and strengthen collab-
oration with the socio-economic environment. The first part of the workshop focused on entrepreneurship, 
mentoring, innovative student thinking, and the application of modern technologies. The second session was 
dedicated to best practices in teaching finance, accounting, management, and marketing.

The collaboration continues to evolve into new forms. One key aspect of the partnership is the annual 
visit of MBA students from GVSU to KUE and various companies in southern Poland as part of a European 
study tour. Both universities host joint academic seminars, bringing together researchers from Krakow and 
Grand Valley to exchange ideas and findings in finance, management, and entrepreneurship. Professor 
Vijay Gondhalekar of GVSU has invited KUE to participate in the Research Circle meeting at GVSU. 
The International Scientific Conference: Emerging Economies in Transition has been jointly held in Krakow 
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and Grand Rapids. The conference was organized in collaboration with Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha 
University (India), Shoolini University of Biotechnology and Management Sciences (India), and Ho Chi 
Minh City University of Economics and Law (Vietnam). Starting in 2025, the College of Management and 
Quality Sciences at KUE and the Seidman College of Business at GVSU will jointly organize the Inter-
national Scientific Conference CMQ 2025: Knowledge – Economy – Society. This prestigious event is held 
under the honorary patronage of KUE Rector Professor Bernard Ziębicki and Dean Diana R. Lawson 
of the Seidman College of Business.

In January 2025, the inaugural meeting of the International Mentorship Program KUE–GVSU took place. 
Students from both universities now have the opportunity to work online with mentors across the ocean, 
gaining insights into each other’s business environments. In May 2025, they will meet in person, opening 
new opportunities for the next decades of collaboration.

Visit of the KUE Institute of Finance staff to GVSU, September 2022
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Visit of the KUE College of Management and Quality Sciences staff to GVSU, August 2023
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Innovate, Learn, Connect: Bridging Business and Experiential Learning workshop  
during the visit of the GVSU delegation at KUE, October 2023
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Dean Diana R. Lawson, Seidman College of Business, at the Inauguration  
of the 100th Anniversary Academic Year of KUE, October 2024
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Professor Brian Phillips from GVSU on his stay at KUE
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Memories of Professor Brian Phillips of GVSU

Brian Phillips, professor of sociology at Grand Valley State University, will return to Poland this summer 
as he has done nearly every year since receiving a Core Fulbright Scholar award from the U.S. Department 
of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs almost a decade ago.

As a Fulbright Scholar, Phillips taught classes and conducted research at the Krakow University of 
Economics in 2018. He said he was encouraged to apply for the exchange program after meeting KUE’s 
chair of sociology while she visited Grand Valley. 

Phillips taught classes on U.S. culture and inequity, adding he – at times – had to clear up misperceptions 
KUE students had about Americans, such as all residents are wealthy. He said he found similarities and 
differences in teaching in Poland and in the U.S., noting that many Europeans had a strong foundation in 
world geography and an interest in the political system of the United States.

Collaborations throughout the years have led Phillips to publish an article with KUE colleagues and 
create lasting friendships. Those friendships have led Phillips to consider spending more time in Poland 
after he retires.

“Krakow’s Old Town dates back to the 11th century and was among the first sites chosen for the 
UNESCO World Heritage List. As a sociologist, I like to see how other people live their lives. I’d also like to 
travel to see other universities,” said Phillips, who initially traveled to Sweden in 1998 – a precursor, he said, 
to his passion for international travel.

Phillips said his extensive travel experiences have helped him become a better teacher and he often 
encourages his students to consider an international education experience. “Grand Valley students who travel 
will understand our culture a bit better because they see the world through the eyes of someone else,” he said.
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Professor Piotr Stanek from KUE on his stay at GVSU

50 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   3850 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   38 22.05.2025   12:3722.05.2025   12:37



3950th Anniversary of the Partnership between Grand Valley State University and Krakow University of Economics

Interview with Professor Piotr Stanek from KUE, who has visited 
GVSU several times as part of the inter-institutional exchange,  
the STAIR project, and the Erasmus+ program

Could you briefly describe the beginnings and development of your collaboration  
with Grand Valley State University?

I had already heard about Grand Valley State University as the American partner university with 
the longest history of cooperation with Krakow University of Economics during my student years and 
at the beginning of my career as an assistant. However, at that time, partly due to the lack of appropriate 
language certificates, I was somewhat hesitant even to apply for an exchange at such a prestigious institu-
tion. My collaboration with GVSU began at the end of 2008 when I became the coordinator of the STAIR 
(Studies in Trans-Atlantic International Relations) project, co-funded by the European Commission and 
the U.S. government agency FIPSE. As part of this project, I had the opportunity to visit GVSU twice for 
two to three weeks: in 2009 and 2013. Once again – motivated by the desire to reconnect with colleagues 
and friends (including Professor Polly Diven, John Constantelos, and both the former and current heads of 
the Padnos International Center, Mark Schaub and Kate Stoetzner) – I participated in an Erasmus+ KA171 
staff exchange in 2023.

Did anything in GVSU’s academic culture particularly surprise you?

From the very beginning, I was deeply impressed by the long-term planning of programs, courses, and 
even schedules. Students know their class schedules almost entirely from the start of their entire academic 
cycle, and faculty members can also plan their responsibilities well in advance.

What differences did you notice in the teaching approach compared to your home university?

The American approach to higher education is entirely different from that in Poland – there is no divi-
sion between lectures and practical classes. Students must prepare for each class by reading assigned mate-
rials and writing numerous essays. The experiences I gained during my visits to GVSU led to changes in 

50 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   3950 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   39 22.05.2025   12:3722.05.2025   12:37



40 50th Anniversary of the Partnership between Grand Valley State University and Krakow University of Economics

my teaching approach and the introduction of more discussion-based courses in the International Business 
program (which I oversee together with Professor Krzysztof Wach, with whom I also collaborated on the 
STAIR program).

What impression did the city and the GVSU campuses leave on you?

During my visits to GVSU, I attended meetings, classes, and seminars on both campuses, in Grand 
Rapids and Allendale, where I collaborated with the Political Studies Department responsible for the Inter-
national Relations program. While the downtown campus, located along the Grand River, is well integrated 
into the urban environment, the vast Allendale campus blends beautifully with the surrounding nature 
– it looks truly stunning, especially in the fall. Both spaces, in their own way, support academic reflection 
on economic issues as well as more fundamental matters.

Did this experience inspire new research or teaching directions for you?

My first visit to the United States took place shortly after the global financial crisis. This topic is closely 
aligned with both my research and the courses I teach. Thanks to my contacts with GVSU faculty, I was able 
to conduct interviews and obtain materials from a major bank headquartered in Grand Rapids. These mate-
rials proved valuable in my research and are still used today to illustrate certain crisis-related phenomena 
in my lectures.

If you had to describe this experience in one word, what would it be?

For me, the key word describing my American experience is “harmony.” Academic harmony – between 
research and teaching, in interpersonal relationships – between professors and students, between local and 
visiting faculty, the harmony of the Allendale campus with nature, and the harmony of the Seidman College 
of Business campus with the urban space – I could probably find a few more examples...
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Memories of Kristen Colbrecht, a former GVSU alumna,  
who studied on exchange at KUE

Even with her first student job, Kristen Colbrecht seemed to be establishing a career for herself in inter-
national education.

She worked as a peer advisor at Grand Valley State University’s Padnos International Center (PIC), 
helping students choose their study abroad experiences. This was ironic because, at the time, Colbrecht had 
not yet had such an adventure herself.

“The staff at the international center really gave me a shot,” said Colbrecht, who earned a bachelor’s 
degree in international relations and minors in Spanish and Latin American studies from GVSU in 2009.  
“I promised I would study abroad as soon as possible.”

True to her word, Colbrecht spent six weeks in Mexico with a faculty-led program the summer following 
her first year at Grand Valley. “I came back and knew I wanted to go somewhere else soon,” she said.

In 2008, Colbrecht spent a semester at the Krakow University of Economics. She arrived in Poland and 
said a KUE student escorted her to her apartment near campus. “I rented a five-bed apartment and was the 
first person there. It turned out that all five of us were from different countries,” she said.

Colbrecht said she enjoyed that semester. She took four classes, three of which were taught by faculty 
who spoke English. “It was such a great experience and because of the partnership between KUE and GVSU, 
I saw some of the KUE students at Grand Valley the following year and learned first-hand about their educa-
tional experience,” she said.

Colbrecht said her international experiences taught her to become more independent and helped 
her decide on a career path. “My semester at KUE was transformative. So many people helped me have  
a successful and rewarding experience. I knew then I wanted to do something similar for students,” she said.
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She continued to work at GVSU’s international center and also completed a capstone class during which 
Colbrecht edited promotional materials for the STAIR program, the cooperative academic program between 
GVSU and KUE.

After earning a master’s degree in intercultural relations from Lesley University in Massachusetts, 
Colbrecht joined the international programs staff at the University of Missouri. She has held several posi-
tions and in 2023 was named director of international students and scholar services, overseeing about 1,600 
international students and 700 international faculty or researchers.

Kristen Colbrecht, exchange student from GVSU on her stay at KUE
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Interview with Bartłomiej Homoncik, a former KUE student,  
who studied on exchange at GVSU and is currently a faculty 
member at KUE

What led you to choose this particular partner university?

When I started studying International Economic Relations, I already knew I wanted to participate in an 
exchange program – I just needed to decide where to go. One of the options was Grand Valley State Univer-
sity (GVSU) in Michigan. I had never planned to study in the USA, but since childhood, I had dreamed 
of visiting the country, though it seemed unattainable back then. While browsing foreign program offers, 
the idea came to combine these two dreams. Encouraged by my parents, I decided to try applying for the 
exchange to GVSU.

What were your first impressions upon arriving at the university?

It quickly became apparent that studying at Grand Valley is significantly different from studying in 
Krakow. Academic life revolves around a sprawling campus located quite far from the center of Allendale or 
the nearby city of Grand Rapids (at least by European standards). Lakers (GVSU students) spent their time 
between classes or studying in the well-equipped library doing sports in athletic facilities, meeting in various 
fraternities and clubs, supporting their football or baseball teams, or simply strolling through the pictur-
esque arboretum. They would also gather at the Kirkhof Center to play pool or use the gaming consoles 
available there for students. There were also trips to Grand Rapids or the beautiful Lake Michigan, but the 
campus remained the main hub of activity.

What were the classes like? Were they different from those at your home university? How do professors at 
GVSU approach students? What were the biggest challenges of studying abroad?

Studying at GVSU required much greater consistency than at a Polish university, partly because classes for 
a single subject often took place several times a week, and professors expected students to be prepared with 
readings from the syllabus or to complete assignments (often in the form of short written responses). Things got 
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Bartłomiej Homoncik, exchange student from KUE on his stay at GVSU

50 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   4450 lat współpracy UEK-GVSU.indd   44 22.05.2025   12:3722.05.2025   12:37



4550th Anniversary of the Partnership between Grand Valley State University and Krakow University of Economics

particularly challenging during exam periods (in the U.S., there were two per semester – midterms and finals) 
when tests, essays, and projects started piling up. However, the professors, who were well aware of our needs, 
were always ready to help. Thanks to the small class sizes, accessing them was very easy.

What was student life like outside of classes? Did you manage to form interesting connections?

I’m very glad I had the opportunity to learn, experience the American education system, gain a perspec-
tive on international relations that differed greatly from the European one, and improve my English. 
However, my best memories are tied to the broader context of my stay at Grand Valley, and their variety 
reflects the vibrant nature of the country. During those nine months, I had the chance to experience local 
Polish culture through the GV Polish Club, participating in Pulaski Days, and even a kielbasa-eating contest! 
I also regularly met with students from around the world in the BTW club and spent time with my Amer-
ican “Friendship Family,” with whom I’m still in touch. I owe many incredible experiences and friendships 
to the wonderful people I met through Catholic Campus Ministry. 

Did you experience anything that changed your perspective on the world?

You can visit New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, or New Orleans, but it’s encounters like meeting a local 
Navajo sculptor, celebrating Easter dinner with a Protestant family, attending fall retreats by the lake with 
a group of young Catholics, or talking with a coworker from Puerto Rico that allow you to truly begin to 
understand and appreciate the culture of such a diverse country.

Is there a specific memory or moment that stands out for you? Was there a moment that made you think: 
“This was worth every effort?”

At the end of my stay in the USA, while traveling with my dad through the southwestern states and 
marveling at numerous national parks, the monumental Grand Canyon, giant sequoias, and the endless 
deserts, I realized that a certain chapter of my life was coming to an end. I also felt that visa procedures 
no longer seemed as daunting, the world had grown smaller, and my appetite for new experiences had 
increased. This would not be my last adventure of this kind.
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List of mobility participants from GVSU to KUE  
(in alphabetical order)

Shorouq Almallah
Dan Balfour
John Batchelder
David Bernstein
Yatin Bhagwat 
Donna  Brooks
Jim Brooks
Emily Brown
Jodi Chycinski
John Constantelos
Gerard Cooke
Gayle Davis 
Polly Diven
Jean Enright
John Farris
Robert Frey
Ezra Gearhart
Joy Gianakura
Stephen Goldberg
Vija Gondhalekar
George H. Gordon
George Grant
Marcia Haas
Thomas J. Haas
Christopher Halper
Rebecca Hambleton
Christine Hernandez
Anne Hiskes

Rich Hiskes
Mark Hoffman
Eric Hoogstra
Lara Jaskiewicz
Cathie Jones-Rikkers
Nathan Kemler
Bruce Klein
Georgianna Klein
Fred Kraft
Mark Kubik
Eric Kunnen
Paul Lane
Alissa Lara
Steve Lipnicki
Teri Losey
Arend D. Lubbers
Nancy Lubbers
Jackie MacGeorge
Mark Markham
Laurence Martin
Susan Martin
Marie McKendall
David Mielke
Holl Miller
Michael Mitchell
Jaideep Motwani
Mark A. Murray
Betty Niemeyer

Glenn Niemeyer
Kate Pew Wolters
Brian Phillips
Kellie Pnacek-Carter 
Ron Poitras
Patricia Renucci 
Brenda Robinson
Ela Rossmiller
Chuck Royce
Christine Rydel
Gayle Schaub
Mark Schaub
Gerry Simons
Tom Sinclair
Harinder Singh
Robert Stewart-Ingersoll
Kate Stoetzner 
Heather Tafel
Lucille Taylor
Allan TenEyck
Alan Walczak
Tom Walker
David Waterstradt
Don Williams
Donald Wozniak
Sean Woznicki
Kenneth Zapp
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List of mobility participants from KUE to GVSU  
(in alphabetical order)

Joseph Abodakpi
Andrzej Adamczyk 
Magdalena Adamczyk-Kowalczuk
Jerzy Altkorn
Sabina Augustyn  
Bartłomiej Balawejder
Małgorzata Bednarczyk 
Stanisław Belniak 
Jadwiga Berbeka
Bartłomiej Biga
Michał Boda
Maciej Bolisęga
Ryszard Borowiecki 
Beata Buchelt
Piotr Buła 
Paweł Chlipała
Andrzej Chochół
Ewa Cierniak-Szostak  
Radosław Ciukaj
Maciej Cycoń
Henryk Czubek 
Zofia Dach 
Justyna Dąbrowska

Mieczysław Dobija 
Anna  Drabina
Marek Dziura 
Antoni Fajferek
Dariusz Fatuła 
Adam Figiel 
Marek Frankiewicz  
Stanisław Gac 
Andrzej Gajewski 
Katarzyna Glinka  
Krzysztof Głuc
Michał Głuszak
Marta Gollinger-Tarajko 
Barbara Grabińska
Tadeusz Grabiński
Mariusz Grabowski 
Agnieszka Hajdukiewicz 
Michał Halagarda
Andrzej Iwasiewicz 
Marek Jabłoński
Bogusław Jasiński
Aleksandra Jurkowska
Danuta Kabat 

Jarosław Kaczmarek  
Piotr Kafel
Piotr Karaś  
Łucja Karpiel 
Anna Karwińska 
Leszek Kasprzyk
Agnieszka Kawecka
Marcin Kędzior
Przemysław Kisiel 
Regina Klimkowska 
Konrad Kolegowicz
Krzysztof Kosiec 
Leszek Kozioł 
Joanna Krasodomska
Ewa Krzyściak 
Jolanta Kubala 
Iwona Kubica  
Elżbieta Kubińska
Dorota Kuder  
Michał Kudłacz  
Tadeusz Kudłacz 
Marian Kuraś 
Bartosz Kurek 
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Jolanta Kurkiewicz 
Tomasz Kusio  
Tomasz Lech
Bogdan Ludwiczak 
Magdalena Łojewska
Izabela Łukaszczyk-Nowakowska
Kamil Makieła
Andrzej Malawski 
Anna Malina 
Jan Małecki 
Bartłomiej Marona 
Czesław Mesjasz 
Lidia Mesjasz 
Katarzyna Mikołajczyk
Jerzy Mikułowski Pomorski 
Alicja Miś 
Małgorzata Miśniakiewicz
Anita Modrzejewska  
Rafał Morawczyński  
Agnieszka Nawrocka
Roman Niestrój
Agnieszka Nowak
Paweł Nowicki
Paweł Oleksy
Marcin Osikowicz  
Magdalena Paleczny
Grażyna Paliwoda-Pękosz 
Renata Papież 
Michał Patkaniowski

Joanna Pauk  
Bożena Pera 
Agnieszka Pichur  
Jarosław Plichta
Aleksy Pocztowski 
Krystyna Przybylska 
Joanna Ptasińska-Marcinkiewicz
Jacek Purchla 
Maciej Pyrzyński 
Janusz Raganiewicz 
Tomasz Rojek  
Ksymena Rosiek
Zbigniew Rudnicki 
Tomasz Rupacz
Monika Sady  
Adam Sagan
Renata Salerno-Kochan
Dominika Salwa 
Barbara Siuta-Tokarska
Jerzy Skrzypek 
Andrzej Słaboń  
Tomasz Smoleń 
Piotr Stanek  
Zbigniew Stańczyk  
Jan Steczkowski 
Piotr Stefanów 
Grzegorz Strupczewski
Wanda Sułkowska 
Aleksander Surdej  

Krzysztof Surówka
Jerzy Szakiel  
Adam Szałkowski  
Marek Szarucki
Ryszard Szewczyk 
Anna Szkarłat
Andrzej Szopa 
Andrzej Szromnik  
Ewa Ślęzak 
Janusz Teczke  
Krzysztof Wach  
Wacław Wajda 
Adalberta Walden-Kozłowska 
Anna Walkosz 
Ryszard Węgrzyn 
Tadeusz Wilusz 
Andrzej Wojtyna 
Jacek Wołoszyn 
Michał Woźniak 
Joanna Wyrobek
Agnieszka Zając  
Magdalena Zajączkowska
Andrzej Zaliwski 
Małgorzata Zięba 
Bernard Ziębicki
Renata Żaba-Nieroda
Agnieszka Żur
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